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Jizo Bodhisattva Service
“Waking Up in ChallengingTimes”
Sunday, August 10 10:00 a.m.
Dharma Talk by Jordon Soujin Phillips
Potluck Lunch

Jiz0 Bodhisattva

All are invited to attend this service at which our sangha will pay homage to O-jizosama through
meditation, music, and sutra chanting. The bodhisattva Jizo, also known as O-jizdsama in Japanese and
Ksitigarbha in Sanskrit, is enshrined in a small structure in front of the temple. Jizo is regarded as the
protector of travelers, women, and children and is the patron bodhisattva of deceased babies and
children. He also liberates beings from realms of suffering and displays compassion for animals. A
portion of the service will be dedicated to the memory of beloved deceased children and pets. Please
fill out the form on page 2 if you wish to make a memorial dedication for a child or a pet. Should you
wish to view this service online, it will be live-streamed via Daifukuji’s YouTube channel at 10 a.m.
HST: https://www.youtube.com/c/DaifukujiSotoZenHawaii.

The Dharma message “Waking Up in Challenging Times” will be given by
Daifukuji member Jordon “Soujin” Phillips. Soujin is a trans writer, editor,
activist, and Zen student who is presently pursuing chaplaincy training within the
Buddhist tradition and while working at Hospice Of Kona. She is also a former
Daifukuji Gift Shop volunteer.

Everyone is invited to stay for lunch which will be a potluck affair. Although paper
products will be available, we suggest bringing your own reusable plate, utensils, and
mug/cup to help reduce landfill waste. Donations of canned food for the Hawaii Food
Basket are always appreciated. The Daifukuji Gift Shop will be open.

Jordon
Soujin
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In Memory of Children and Pets

At the Jizo Bodhisattva service on Sunday, August 10, 2025, Buddhist prayers will be
offered for deceased children and pets, whose names will be recited by Reverend Jiko.
Please fill out this form and send your request to Daifukuji via email, mail, or in
person by August 3, 2025.

Your Name, Email address, & Phone
Number

Name(s) of Beloved Child or Children:

Name(s) of Beloved Pet or Pets:

Mail form to DAIFUKUJI SOTO MISSION, 79-7241 MAMALAHOA HWY, KEALAKEKUA, HI
96750. Or, submit names by sending an email to rev.jiko@daifukuji.org. Donations to Daifukuji Soto
Mission are appreciated.

Questions? Please contact Rev. Jiko at (808) 322-3524, rev.jiko@daifukuji.org.

Temple & Grounds Clean Up Mahalo

Thank you very much to all of the sangha members and members of temple groups who cleaned our
temple and grounds in time for Obon. We are grateful for the help you gave us. From keiki to kupuna,
everyone pitched in and worked together in harmony. A special mahalo goes to the members of
Daifukuji’s Dharma Keiki group who prepared a delicious lunch for our hardworking and hungry group
of about 50 volunteers. Mahalo to all!
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If the World Could Come to Our Bon Dance
By Rev. Jikd Nakade

If the world could come to our Bon Dance, people could see that peace, harmony, and loving-kindness
are possible when egos are set aside, cooperation is valued, and the greatest wish in everyone’s heart is to
bring happiness to all. From set up to clean up, our volunteers got right to work and pitched in wherever
help was needed, selflessly giving their time and energy for the sake of the community.

How happy were the dancers, led by sensei Winnie and her senior students — Jean, Roxie, Reiko, Amy,
and Megan! People of all ages, genders, and ethnicities freely joined the circle of dancers, waving their
arms and moving to the rhythms of the recorded music and taiko. Up in the music tower, 93-year-old
Walter greeted the crowd and announced the dances, together with his young assistant Michael Ii. “As
long as I can climb up the steps to the yagura, I’ll be here to help” is what Walter told me. Throughout
the afternoon, Gilbert and Warren kept the music flowing out of the speakers in the right order.

Great energy, joy, and skill were demonstrated by the adult and youth taiko drummers from both Kona
Daifukuji Taiko and Kona Hongwanji Taiko. Randal and Susie’s full-of-love Zumba was another crowd
pleaser. Many others worked tirelessly in the gift shop, towel booth, food and shaved ice tent, and
kitchen. At the last minute, when we learned that no police officer had responded to our request, taiko
dad Officer Furuto, wearing shorts and rubber slippers, jumped in to help direct traffic, freeing the
parking crew to direct cars on temple grounds. It was dark when the last volunteers walked up the hill to
their cars, their way lit by the overhead lights, thoughtfully strung by Larry a couple days earlier. My
heartfelt thanks go out to everyone, including the event’s dedicated co-chairs, Barb Shoshin and Kai.

If the world could come to our Bon Dance and feel the pulse of humanity at its noblest, we would have a
much kinder and more loving world in which to all live together. Hawaii no ka ‘oi. Namu Shakamuni
Butsu.




Bon Dance Mahalo

from Barb Shoshin Bosz, Bon dance co-chair

Oh my goodness! What a turnout we had! The towel booth crew said that a steady stream of people,
including many multi-generational families, came in all afternoon and stayed until late. They received
comments on how the daytime event works well for the public.

It was such a sight to see the red and white yagura, pink chochins, folks wearing kimono, happi and
yukatas dancing, having fun, eating, and reuniting with friends, while inside, the temple was peaceful
with its beautiful lanterns and t6ba boards bearing the names of those who have crossed over.

We celebrated with joy, remembrance and love. Everyone, from first timers to old timers, came and
joined in the festivities.

I have so many people to thank, including all who set up and cleaned up, the emcees, the lighting and
sound crew, our dance instructors, the taiko groups -always a big hit! — and their families helping with
concessions and the shaved ice, and the zumba leaders. Mahalo to our towel booth and gift shop workers,
to the traffic and parking crew for keeping us safe, and to the refreshments committee. People enjoyed
somen noodles and continued fellowship after the dance was pau. I’'m so grateful to Kai and Kumiko for
their commitment and expert efficiency. Kai, thank you for being my co-chair and for our checklist!

Deep bows to all our sangha, community, Rev. Jikd, Mike and Jikai, and to the weather for making our
Obon 2025 such a safe, fun, successful, and memorable event!




Mahalo for Another Beautiful Bon Dance

It amazes me that my third year as co-chair of the Daifukuji Bon Dance is already behind
us. More than anything, I continue to be in awe of the quiet strength and collective
wisdom passed down through this 100-year tradition. It’s something we rarely see today
—multiple generations coming together, no one telling them what to do, just doing it
with care, heart, and sincerity.

In many ways, Barb and I had an easy job. Everyone already knew what needed to be done—and they
did it, joyfully and efficiently. That spirit of shared responsibility was visible in every corner. While the
dancing brings excitement and energy, the pride we take in building this event together is what makes it
truly meaningful. Imagine if we had to hire someone to build the yagura or hang the chochin. It just
wouldn’t be the same.

As always, the season began with Tuesday Bon dance practice. Kumi and I made it to most of the
sessions and even made some new Bon Dance friends along the way. Winnie sensei was, as ever,
incredibly kind and patient—even when many of us weren’t exactly coordinated. But that’s part of the
charm. Bon Dance isn’t about perfection: it’s about moving together in harmony—just like taiko, which
was beautifully led by Akemi and Amy.

Setup, as always, was a masterclass in teamwork. Stephen Tanaka, Warren Ikeda, Shaun Roth, and our
taiko groups had everything dialed in. A friend who came to help was stunned that we finished setting up
in just an hour and a half. “It was like clockwork,” he said. I couldn’t agree more. That’s the power of
Daifukuji.

Our MCs—Walter Kimura and Mike li—brought their usual energy and warmth, helping to keep the
crowd engaged and connected. Larry’s thoughtful lighting made the entire event feel festive and safe.

Huge thanks to all who cooked and served food to keep us fueled (yakisoba was a standout—so ono!)
and to the taiko families who donated both materials and labor. The Good Luck Somen at the end of Bon
Dance was so refreshing that everyone forgot to go home. It turned into a Bon Dance after-party!

The Japanese-style shave ice was another big hit—we sold over 270 servings! Mahalo to
Yukio Muramatsu and his family for keeping the dancers cool and refreshed. And thank
you to the Adult Taiko group for assisting at the shave ice station. Bon Dance and shave
ice really are the perfect match, don’t you think?

And finally, a quiet thank you to Bobby Command, Mike Nakade, and Tony Takai who
manned the entrance. We’re also grateful to Officer Joel Furuto, who stepped up when we
were unable to obtain an off-duty officer. And thank you to everyone who parked outside
the temple. Safety is always our top priority.

To every single person who gave their time, energy, and aloha to this year’s Bon Dance—please accept
my heartfelt gratitude. You helped make 2025’s celebration one to remember.

With deepest thanks,
Kai Ioh




2025 Precepts Study with Rev. Jiko to Begin August 2
A series of weekly online Zoom classes from August 2 - November 15, 2025*
Saturdays from 8:00 a.m. 9:00 a.m. HST via ZOOM

Registration is open for a series of Zoom Dharma classes on the 16 Bodhisattva precepts,
which Reverend Jiko offers once a year.

These precepts form the moral and ethical foundation of the Soto Zen tradition. They are
not commandments. Rather, they can be regarded as trainings in mindfulness and mindful
living. This course is meant to be a period of study and reflection on one’s own life.
Sharing is done in an atmosphere that is gentle and compassionate. Many have found
their lives illuminated and enriched by this inner journey taken in the context of a
supportive and non-judgmental sangha. All are welcome to join these sessions, including
those who have previously studied the precepts and received their Buddhist names.

No textbook will be used. Rev. Jikd will provide the reading materials.

This study of the precepts will culminate in a Soto Zen Buddhist Confirmation Ceremony
which will be held on November 22, 2025 at Daifukuji Soto Mission. Participation in this
ceremony 1s optional.

Rev. Jiko offers the Dharma freely. There is no class fee. If one wishes to
do so, one may make a donation to Daifukuji Soto Mission.

Registration closes on July 31, 2025.

For more information or to register for these classes, please contact Rev.
Jiko at (808) 322-3524, rev.jiko(@daifukuji.org.

*Please note that no classes will be held on August 23, October 11, October 25, and November 8.

Rev. Jiko is considering offering Dharma classes on other topics in the late fall or early winter of this
vear. Announcements will appear in the Daifukuji newsletter.
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" BUY LOCALLY-GROWN ORCHIDS
- DISPLAYS OF BLOOMING OR CHID'S*
DEMONSTRATIONS, TAIKO DRUMMERS  AND MQRE/

Stuck by

on
Orchids Mindfulness

Study the simple, repetitive effort of bringing one's attention back to the task at hand
Kona Daifukuji Orchid Club's

throughout the day. There will be time to practice kinhin - walking meditation.
Sunday, August 24 2:00pm to 3:30pm

401’h Annual Show & Sale Med itation

F R E E A D MISSI @ N Study the etiquette of the zendo hall, correct postures for a cushion, bench, or chair,

what to do with your mind. There will be time to practice zazen - seated meditation.
& Sunday, August 31 2:00pm to 3:30pm
DalfukUJl Soto MISSIOH“‘HGH
u \ Preregistration is not required.

" 79-724M:_G;m\@|-€l/h ‘ HWY.. \ Please wear loose clothes, no spandex, shorts, or fragrances.

Daifukuji Zen Te is at 79-7241 Mamalaho: , Honalo,
(next tO Teshlma S ln Hona IO) n:xlutou¥es?1?m:'? z:t:u:anl. www.daiahr::(aujai,or; g Fone,

MEDITATION,
LECTURE,
& BOOK SIGNING

The
ROOTS
of

GOODNESS o s o e o v o

Zen Master Dogen’s Teaching Twice a month in person at Daifukuji Buddhist Temple
on the Eight Qualities of a Great Person

We warmly invite
families with young
children to give
Dharma Keiki a try!

DHARMA KEIKI

(“Keiki” means “children” in #awaiian.)

e BUDDHIST TEACHINGS FOR KIDS & THE YOUNG AT HEART

Supported by the Hawaii Soto Mission Association and administered by the
Hawaii Soto Mission Head Office

9:30 a.m. HST - 10:15 a.m. HST Via ZOOM

saturday’ August 30’ 2025 ® Registration is required and must be done online.

® A waiver and release of liability form must be signed.

Wit'] T’fnSIatO’ . e ® Adult participation is required. Zoom sessions will not be recorded by
Daitsu Tom erght Roshi the host. Participants must agree to not record nor screenshot any
part of the program or its participants.
—?f\ ® Children learn Buddhist teachings through music, meditation, songs,
Schedule of Events: ' J stories and mindful movement in a multi-cultural setting — Hawai'i!

1:00 p.m. Zen Meditation (Optional)
2:00 p.m. Lecture by Daitsu Wright Roshi, Q & A T
3:00 p.m. Book Signing* I

® Material is presented by experienced teachers.
e This program is offered free of charge. If you wish, you may make
a donation to the Buddhist temple or center of your choice.

* The Daifukuji Gift Shop will be selling
Rev. Wright's latest book, The Roots of Goodness,
at half the retail price on the day of the event.

fOR MORE INFORMATION, PLEASE CONTACT REVEREND JIKO. Call (808) 322-3524 or
send an email to: rev.jiko@daifukuji.org.

Daifukuji Soto Zen Temple + 79-7241 Mamalahoa Hwy, Honalo, Kona
(808) 322-3524 - www.daifukuji.org TO REGISTER, PLEASE GO T0: https://forms.gle/Azub jv2fbmEHUTZKE




August Activities
(More activities listed at https://www.daifukuji.org/activities.html)

Dharma Keiki - Dharma Keiki is a program for children of preschool age to grade 3 and their parents.
Please join us on Sunday, August 3 and Sunday, August 24 from 9:30 a.m. to 10:15 a.m. There is a
ZOOM option for the first Sunday of the month. Siblings are welcome. By donation. Bring a healthy snack
to share. Contact Rev. Jiko at rev.jiko@daifukuji.org for information. To register, please go to: https://
forms.gle/Azubjv2fomEHUJZK6.

Zazen (Meditation) - Zazen is offered in person and via Zoom every Wednesday and Friday from 6:00
a.m. - 7:00 a.m. Wednesday zazen is followed by 20 minutes of chanting. Sunset meditation is held on
Monday evenings from 6:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m. Practitioners are asked to arrive 10-15 minutes prior to the
starting time. Contact Rev. Jiko at rev.jiko@daifukuji.org to receive the Zoom link for the morning zazen
sessions. https://www.daifukuji.org/zazen.html

Art Meditation: Shakyo (tracing the sutras) & Shabutsu (tracing pictures of buddhas) - Saturday,
August 3 from 9:30 a.m. to 11:00 a.m. in the Social Hall. Art supplies are provided. All are welcome. By
donation. Call (808) 322-3524 for information.

Sangha Sisters Women’s Spirituality Circle - Meetings are held in person on the second Friday of the
month at 5:00 p.m. Call Susie at (808) 936-5817 for information.

Qigong - Thursday classes are one hour and held inside the Hisashi Kimura Cultural Hall. $5.00 per class.
Call or text instructor Philip Kakuho Hema for schedule and other information: (808) 345-1492.

Soleful Strutters - Qigong-T’ai Chi warm-up & walking on temple grounds at 9:00 a.m. on Tuesdays. A
good way to get some exercise and make new friends. For information, please contact Hannah Israel at
(408) 421-8845 or Reverend Jiko at (808) 322-3524.

Samu Fridays - We welcome volunteers for temple cleaning and grounds maintenance on Friday
mornings from 8 a.m. - 10 a.m. Coffee hour & fellowship follows. We bring snacks to share.

Yoga with Liz - One-hour classes are held on Mondays from 8:30 a.m. - 9:30 a.m. in the Hisashi Kimura
Cultural Hall. No fee, but donations accepted. Bring a mat or towel. Call instructor Liz Aschenbrenner:
(808) 345-1270 or liz217a@hotmail.com. No classes will be held on August 25 and September 1.
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% Fujinkai Corner &®

by Susie Seien Weaver, Fujinkai President

* August 23 is our fellowship day with the Taishoji Fujinkai in Hilo. We will be traveling by van and
private cars and will leave the temple at 9:00 a.m. A headcount is needed. Please contact Andrea at

(916) 205-3534 or tokorode@gmail.com by August 14.

+ Saturday, September 6 at 2:00 p.m. is our Fujinkai’s annual general membership meeting. We will
package the dolls we recently made for Family Support Hawai‘i.

*  On Sunday, September 14, the Fujinkai is in charge of the Ohigan service lunch.
* On October 4 at 11 a.m., the Fujinkai will be doing a deep cleaning of the kitchen and social hall.

* OnApril 18 & 19, 2026, we will be hosting the UHSSWA conference at Daifukuji and the Royal
Kona Resort. Committee sign-up sheets will be posted in the social hall and sent out by email.
Everyone is welcome to help with various conference committees. We are hoping to get the
conference bags sewn soon. Please let Andrea know if you have cotton or cotton blend fabric to
donate. Call or text (916) 205-3534 or send an email to tokorode@gmail.com.

Call or email Susie for more information (808) 936-5817, susieweaver2000@yahoo.com. Wish to
become a Fujinkai member? There’s information on our website: https://www.daifukuji.org/activities/

Fujinkai Brochure 2025.pdf. https://www.daifukuji.org/activities/Fujinkai Membership Form.pdf

## Daifukuji’s Online Auction
® o

Our 4th online auction is coming up in September! Here’s our plan for this temple fundraiser:
September 13 - September 18 The Social Hall will be open to receive donations of items.
September 19 - September 25 The auction goes live and online bidding takes place.
September 27 & 28 Winnings are picked up.

Volunteers are needed in the social hall to accept incoming items, which need to be photographed and
uploaded to the auction website. Help is needed with tagging items and pick ups. We’ll also have a tent
outside with sale items. Please let me or Rev. Jiko know if you have some time available and are
interested in helping in any of these areas. barbarainkona@gmail.com, (808) 987-2673

Also, if you have connections, please ask for donations of gift cards, baskets, services, or the like, before
our collection begins. Many hands can do so much together.

This year the Daifukuji Board plans to focus on improvements to the minister’s residence which include
updating of the electrical system, replacement of the flooring in the minister’s kitchen, the choba and the
office, as well as the interior painting of the residence. It’s time to address issues in this part of the
temple. I look forward to hearing from you! Mabhalo,

Barbara Shoshin Bosz

Auction co-chair and temple president
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Library News
by Clear Houn Englebert

These are the new arrivals:

Hiking Zen by Phap Xa and Phap Luu is a very recent book, subtitled

Train Your Mind in Nature.

Misfit Spirit by Jay Sakashita is the book that was referred to during the Obon Service on June 29.

There are three new audio books on CD:

Looking Deeply and Teachings on Love are both by Thich Nhat Hanh, and A Path with Heart is by Jack

Kornfield.

These last two are unique and wonderful how-to art books in Japanese:

Lessons on Hanging: Scroll Repair for Anyone by G. Koike has copious photographs showing exactly
how to mount artwork on a traditional Japanese scroll. Every different step in the process is shown
perfectly. This is an amazing book, and we’ve never had anything like it before.

How to Draw Festival Events by G. Yamada is from 1978, and it shows how to capture the joy of a Bon
Dance, as well as other festivals, in visual artwork. The ink sketches of taiko drummers really show their

vibrant energy.

Coming Up in September...

Shaky0 Session ..........coovvvviiiiiiiiiiiiannn.n.. September 6
Fujinkai’s General Membership Meeting........ September 6
Dharma Keiki............oooooiiiiiiiiin, September 7 & 21
Project Dana............cooooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiin., September 10
Ohigan & Ryosoki Service............c.oeuveenen. September 14
Online Auction Fundraiser........................ September 13 - 28
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10th U.S. Soto Conference

Hosted by the Hawaii Soto Mission Association
October 23-26, 2025 BiasE
Soto Mission of Hawaii
1708 Nuuanu Ave.
Honolulu, HI 96817

VISIT THIS LINK FOR MORE INFORMATION
SIGN UP TODAY!

Join the US Soto Conference, connecting Soto Zen Buddhist communities across Hawaii and
the mainland US. Engage in diverse classes and activities, network with fellow practitioners,
and explore a wide range of topics. There’s sure to be something for everyone.

Conference website: https://
sites.google.com/taishoji.org/10th-
ussotoconference/home.
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